Welcome to this Special Edition of the Australian Journal of Chemistry, entitled Frontiers in Sino-Australian Polymer Science and Engineering, which showcases recent progress in Australian and Chinese polymer research. The articles contained in this special issue are drawn from key polymer chemistry and engineering laboratories from both countries, whose leaders met in January 2013 for an intensive week of scientific exchange.
Polymers are a part of daily life for all of us, be it in health, food packaging, personal electronics, or one of the many industrial applications that polymers are used in; they surround us everywhere, every day. Polymers are therefore a key component of material science and engineering, and polymer research has been a strength of many research institutions in both countries for a long time. Australia and China can look back with pride on more than three decades of successful polymer science and technology cooperation, which includes discoveries and improvements in areas as diverse as water conservation, mining efficiency, medical research, cleaner energy, food security, and disaster management. The two nations have many complementary research strengths in the field of polymers: while Australian researchers are world leaders in advancing polymer synthesis and characterization (e.g. nitroxide-mediated radical polymerization (NMP) and reversible additionfragmentation chain transfer (RAFT) polymerization methods), Chinese polymer chemists excel at developing industrial applications for polymers (e.g. polymer membranes for clean energy technologies, chemical fibre technologies). Both the Australian and the Chinese governments recognise the importance of research in the area of polymer science and engineering, and polymer science has featured on the list of important research areas in both countries for many years. Fig. 1 ) and subsequent visits of the delegation to the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) in Beijing, Donghua University, Fudan University, Nankai University, Peking University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Tianjin University, and Tsinghua University (Fig. 2) . The Chinese participants at the 1st CAPM and subsequent hosts at their respective home institutions were Professors Amin Cao, Chao Gao, Junpo He, Zhibo Li, Linqi Shi, Jing Shen, Xinhua Wan, Xu-Ming Xie, Shuguang Yang, Xiaoyan Yuan, Jiong-Xin Zhao, and Jongfeng Zhou.
Both the 1st CAPM and the subsequent visits were a great success and we all look forward to intensified collaborations and scientific discussions in the near future. The key outcomes of the bilateral talks held as part of CAPM were: a resolution to continue these activities on an annual basis, with the next CAPM to be held in Australia in 2014 a decision to build a multilateral, cross-disciplinary, and cross-institutional research network of Australian and 
